
TIFT COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

MINUTES 

February 1, 2022 

 
The Tift County Board of Health met by conference call on Tuesday, February 1, 2022 at 1:45pm. 

 
Members Present Members Absent Others Present 

Dr. Raymond Moreno, Chairman  William R. Grow, MD, FAcP 

Charlotte Bedell, Vice-Chairman  Dwain Butler 

Melissa Hughes  Patrina Bowles 

Mayor Julie Smith  Teresa Giles 

Tina Moody, RN  Allie Pridgon 

Adam Hathaway  Mecca Lewis 

Alice Archie, LPN  April Robinson 

  David Wilber 

  Tamika Pridgon 

  Maria Martinez 

 
 

Call to Order 

• Dr. Raymond Moreno called the meeting to order at 1:47 P.M. 

 

Public Comments 

• There were no public comments. 

 

Approval of November 3, 2021 Minutes (Attached) 

• Mr. Hathaway made a motion to approve the minutes from the November 3, 2021 meeting.  

The motion was seconded by Ms. Hughes.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

 

Public Health Updates – William R. Grow, MD, FACP 

• Dr. Grow provided the most current COVID-19 update, noting Tift has a total of 8,577 cases 

reported.   

• The Omicron variant is affecting school-aged children and the unvaccinated much greater than 

others. 

• Health departments have experienced a decline in requests for COVID testing and 

vaccinations. 

• Currently, 42% of Tift residents are fully vaccinated. 

• Board members were invited to attend the 92nd Annual Georgia Public Health Association 

Meeting and Conference scheduled for May 4-6, 2022 on Jekyll Island. 

• Dr. Moreno opened the floor for nominations for board officers for 2022-2024.  There were no 

new nominations from the floor, and none opposed maintaining the current slate of officers.  

All were in favor and the Tift County Board of Health officers remain with Dr. Raymond 

Moreno as Chair, Ms. Charlotte Bedell as Vice-Chair and Mayor Julie Smith as Secretary for 

2022-2024. 

 

Financial Information - Teresa Giles (Attached) 

• Ms. Giles informed the Board the health department’s budget increased by $5,119 due to an 

inter-agency transfer from COVID funds for salaries. 

• There were no other changes in revenue since the February meeting. 
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• Tift currently has five registered nurses, six administrative support staff and four 

environmental health staff.  Some staff are shared with other counties and/or programs. 

• Ms. Giles reported that the Tift County Board of Health’s Fiscal Year 2022 Audit conducted 

by Robert Baker and Associates.  There were no material weaknesses identified in internal 

controls and the only significant deficiency was one missed board of health meeting.  There 

were no issues of non-compliance. 

 

Tift County Health Department Updates – Mecca Lewis (Attached) 

• Ms. Lewis began by noting the health department continues to provide rapid COVID testing 

8:30 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. each Monday. 

• Mako continues to administer PCR tests at the health department every Wednesday and 

Thursday.  There hours are 9:00 a.m. – 3 p.m.  There is a decrease in testing. 

• Janssen, Moderna and Pfizer vaccines are all available. 

 

Environmental Update – Tamika Pridgon (Attached) 

• Mrs. Pridgon provided an update on the 23 dog bites in the county between July and October 

of 2021.  Six dogs were current on their rabies vaccinations, two were expired and four were 

unvaccinated.  The rabies vaccination status of six were unknown.  Ms. Pridgon further noted 

some owners did not return calls regarding their animals.  Two bats, one raccoon and one 

squirrel were also tested during that time. 

• One environmentalist who covers both Tift and Turner will be out on maternity leave. 

 

Diversified Enterprises Update – David Wilber (Attached) 

• Mr. Wilber presented Diversified Enterprises’ Fiscal Year 2021 Audit Report from the Herring 

CPA Group.  There were no material findings; however, there was one deficiency regarding 

the separation of duties.  This is because Diversified is a small agency. 

• Ms. Hughes made a motion to approve both the Tift County Board of Health’s Fiscal Year 

2021 Audit Report and Diversified Enterprises’ Fiscal Year 2021 Audit report as presented.  

Ms. Moody seconded the motion.  All were in favor and the motion passed. 

  

Announcements 

• Dr. Moreno reminded everyone of the April 5, 2022 board meeting at 1:45 p.m.   

 

Adjournment 

• With no further announcements, the meeting was adjourned at 2:20 p.m.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

______________________________ 

Julie Smith, Board Secretary 

April Robinson, Typist 


